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KALAYAAN

 justice for migrant domestic workers

Managed Migration Customer Services Team

P.O. Box 3468

Sheffield

S3 8WA

07.11.05

Dear Sir/Madam,









Kalayaan is a registered charity that offers advice and support on immigration and employment issues to Migrant Domestic Workers in the UK. In the last financial year it has provided face-to-face advice to 2965 clients, most of which applied for visa renewal. 

Kalayaan welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the Home Office Consultation on managed migration and would like to express its serious concerns over the impact that the proposed strategy might have on its client group.

It is not immediately clear where migrant workers currently admitted under the provisions relating to domestic workers will fit in this new system. It is feared that the points system envisaged by the government will privilege migrants with skills obtained through formal education against migrants who can satisfy the demands of the labour market through less quantifiable ‘soft skills’ which, nevertheless, meet the requirements of specific sectors such as child and elder care. 

It is clear to us that there is an ongoing demand for this type of labour, which for a number of reasons is unlikely to be filled by workers from the A8 countries.

It is on this basis that Kalayaan calls for migrant domestic workers to be recognised as skilled workers satisfying a labour market demand, and therefore fulfilling the requirements for Tier 2, which should be so adjusted so that domestic workers can amass sufficient points to have a chance of qualifying under the scheme.

Kalayaan has answered the questionnaire according to this conviction, and we have not replied to question regarding Tiers 3 and 4 because we do not recognise them as appropriate for our client group. We would like, however, to express our disagreement with the notion suggested in question 16: operators and employers must not assume roles that belong to accredited and accountable personnel only.

Thank you very much for your attention.

Yours sincerely, 

Rita Gava

Co-ordinator

St. Francis Centre, 13 Hippodrome Place, LONDON, W11 4SF
t:  + 44 (0)20 7243 2942  f:  +44 (0)20 7792 3060     email:  kalayaanuk@aol.com
� EMBED Word.Document.8 ���





[image: image2.wmf]_1155722170.doc
[image: image1.png]






